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POLITICAL. 


The Shola-i-Tér of the 15th February briefly refers to Circulation, 
The Russian correspond. the Russian correspondence that was oo 
ence discovered at Kabul. found at Kabul by General Roberts 
and has lately been published by Government, and remarks 
that it has always been the policy of Russia, when she 
has hostile designs against any country, first to incite civil 
wars in that country or to intrigue with its neighbouring 
states; and then, when a favorable opportunity ies: to in- 
terfere and declare war against that country. Just look: — 
at the late Russo-Turkish war. Tho Russians t i 5 t secretly 
incited Servia and Montenegro to rebellion, and then openly: 
espoused their cause. Similarly they intrigued with the late 
Amir Sher Ali, and instigated hostilities between him and 
the British Government. But as the Government declared 
war against him in the cold whether, the Russians were un- 
able to send any troops to his assistance. Abdul Rahman 
Khan will probably not be so fooliah « as to fall a beat to yong 


[7 


ing with General Skobeleff. If he succeeds in obtaining aid 
from the Russians, he may again try to seize Kandahar. 
The Russians will not probably have the courage to openly 
render aid to him against us, but still we should be on our 
guard. It appears that the Russians advised Sher Ali 
to instigate the Musalmans of India to rebel against the 


Government. It is difficult to imagine that the Musal-. 


mans, who enjoy every ease and comfort under British 
rule, should ever dream of rebelling. It would be opposed 
even to the dictates of their religion to do so. They are 
well acquainted with the tyranny and oppression of Rus- 
sia. Moreover, they are very angry with the Russians 
for the atrocities committed by them in Turkey in the 
late Russo-Turkish war. If an encounter should ever take 
place between the British troops and the Russians on the 
Indian frontier (which Heaven forbid ), all the Musalmans will 
voluntarily offer their services to Government, in order that 
they may be able to make reprisals. Some British statesmen 
recommend the retention of Kandahar on the ground that the 
presence of British troops there will check further Russian 
aggression in Central Asia, but the Government has already 
declared its intention of abandoning Kandahar. It appears 
from a telegram received from London last week that Russia 
promises not to occupy Merv on condition we evacuate 
Kandahar. Although no faith can be putin her words, it 
would be wise to evacuate Kandahar and to avoid war. We 
should make over Kandahar to the Amir Abdul Rahman 
Khan and assist him with money, in order that he may always 
continue grateful to us and not intrigue with the Russians. 


The Anjuman-i-Panjab of the 14th February makes the 


a following remarks in its English sup- 
plement in regard to the secret corres- 
pondence which took place between the late Amir Sher Ali 


and the Russian officers in Central Asia, and which was found 
by the British officers at Kabul: 


7 


“The bubble of Russian state-papers having been found 
at Kabul has now been blown to the bursting point. Like 
the Kolhapur rebellion, it will collapse when pricked by the 
smallest pin. Not that either was intentionally ‘ got up;’ 
but in Kabul, at least, ‘the wish was father to the thought’ 
that something might be found to implicate the Russians, and 
thus to justify the action taken by Lord Lytton. Now, who- 
ever knows the impulsive and volatile character of the Rus- 
sians, so different from the relentless Tartar nature usually 
ascribed to them, will understand that a Russian Envoy, at 
the spur of the moment and without any authority, will often 
make promises that he knows cannot be fulfilled. 


“There was, no doubt, a rough draft of a Treaty intended 
eventually to be submitted to the Czar, on which General 
Kauffman authorized his agent to sound the Amir Shere Ali; 
but those, who know anything at all of the relations of the 
Russian Emperor with his Foreign Office must also be aware 
that the contents of this rough draft were not previously com- 
municated to him. Indeed, the whole affair is one of those 
speculative and tentative operations from which diplomacy 
derives its reason for existence. It is not a bit worse than, for 
instance, feeling one’s way to a quadruple alliance against 
Russia when at perfect peace with that power, or of arraying 
against her the Muhammadan feeling of Central Asia by an 
appeal to the Shaikh-ul-Islam and the Grand Sharif of Mecca. 
As long as matters remain in what may be termed a 
demi-official stage, no notice can be taken of them ; other- 
wise, the business of most of our ambassadors, which, like 
that of those of all other powers, is one of combinations and 
counter-combinations, would be at an end. Moltke's office may 
have a plan for the invasion of England as of any other coun- 
try, but the parliamentary heads of our Foreign Office must 
carry away with them, or burn, plans for the destruction or 
injury of our best friends, written in perfect good faith, because 
based on certain assumptions and communicated in that strict 
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confidence which alone renders it possible for our ambasasdors 
to serve our interests. There may or may not have been a 
Treaty between Russia and the Amir of Kabul ; there has cer- 
tainly been nothing that was not made the most of in the Indian 
papers, with a most theatrical “ hush,” at the time, along with 
other silly documents supposed to involve Kashmir. But to 
lash one’s self into fury against Russia because two Munshis, 
seated in two separate rooms, produce, from memory, almost 
the same statement regarding the contents of a supposed 
Treaty which is not to be found, and which gives every inter- 
nal evidence of informality and impracticability, shows the 
depth of folly to which political partizanship, combined with 
ignorance of politics, can reduce the human intellect.” 


The Oudh Akhbdr of the 22nd February says that the 


Russian correspondence discovered at 


Kabul clearly shows that the Russians 
carried on intrigues with the late Amir Sher Ali. It was 


this correspondence that led to the late Kabul war, which 
entailed a heavy loss both of men and money upon us, and 
also ruined Afghanistan. When the Russians completely 
defeated the Turks in the late war and imposed very severe 
terms upon them at San Stefano, we interfered on their 
behalf and concluded a Treaty at Berlin which prevented the 
Russians from obtaining some of those advantages which 
they had expected from the war. The Russians were dis- 
pleased with our interference, and intrigued with the Afghans 
in order to threaten. our peace in India. When we had 
interfered on behalf of Turkey, we should have foreseen that 
Russia would undoubtedly try to in jure us, and consequently 
we should have lost no opportunity of weakening her power. 
When the Kuldja difficulty arose, we should have instigated 
the Chinese to declare war against her. Moreover, we should 
have rendered aid to the Teke Turkomans, and also intrigued, 
with the Nihilists in Russia. In regard to the intrignes of Rus- 
sia with the Afghans, the British Government should now call 


The same. 
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upon her for an explanation. Some of our English contem- 
poraries hope that the Government will reconsider its deci- 
sion about the evacuation of Kandahar, because it would not 
be wonderful if the Russians should again endeavour to 


intrigue with the Amir Abdul Rahman Khan, whose loyalty 
is already doubtful. | : 


The Mittra Vilds of the 14th February gives the substance 
| of the Kabul correspondence, and 


urges that the Government should 
take Russia to task for her wicked intrigues. 


The same. 


The Akhbdr-i- Am (Lahore) of the 16th February briefly 
The evacuation of Kan. refers to the Kabul correspondence 
and remarks that some persons are of 
opinion that the Government should retain Kandahar, in 
order that it may be able to prevent such intrigues in future. 
But they are mistaken. The Government is quite right in 
thinking that the retention of that province will not check 


dahar. 


Russian intrigues. The Russian mission that went to Kabul 
in the time of Sher Ali did not go by way of Herat or Kan- 
dahar. Hence it is obvious that there are other routes open 
to the Russians, and our permanent occupation of Kandahar 
will by no means shut those routes against them. Moreover, 


it should be observed that a few Afghan traders may approve | 


of the retention of that province by us, but the masses will 
undonbtedly be opposed to it. If. we retain the province, 
they will always endeavour to expel us from it, and readily 
intrigue with the Russians for that purpose. | 


GENERAL ADMINISTRATION. 
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The Urdu Akhbdr (published in Marathi at Akola) of circulation, 


me Kolhapur conspi- the 12th February (received on the 

J. 16th idem) says that it appears from 
the English papers that have come by the last English mail 
steamer that the news of the Kolhapur conspiracy has 
created great anxiety in the minds of Englishmen at home. 
As soon as the news reached England, not only did the 


860 copies. 
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English editors at once publish it in their papers and express 
curious opinions about the conspiracy, but questions were even 
asked in Parliament about it. This may lead one to imagine 
that Englishmen at home take great interest in all important 
Indian matters, but a little reflection will show that this is not 
the case. They take an interest only in those matters which 
affect their own interests and not in others. They have 
evinced great anxiety about the Kolhapur conspiracy, 
which was a mad project of no political importance, but they 
took no notice of the interference of the Bombay Government 
in the Chhota Udaipur case, which was a much more impor- 
tant affair. The interference of the Government was opposed 
to the terms of the Treaty which was concluded between it 
and that State. 


The Mittra Vilds of the 14th February says that the 
The Vernacular Press passing of the Vernacular Press Act 
Act. was a very ill-advised measure. It 
has brought the natives, the vernacular press, and the Gov- 
ernment all into disrepute. The natives are perfectly loyal to 
the Government, but the gagging of their mouths must have 
induced all persons to imagine that the Government doubts 
their loyalty. The vernacular press has lost its prestige. The 
people do not believe the news published in native papers. 
When in the time of the late Afghan war the news of any 
victory obtained by the British troops over the enemy appeared 
in any vernacular paper, the people thought that the British 
troops must have really suffered adefeat. Mr. Bradlaugh 
lately strongly condemned the Press Act as opposed to the 
principles of British rule. It is believed that the Secretary of 
State has advised the Government of India to repeal it. We 
anxiously wait for its repeal, in order that the blot which it 
has fixed both on the character of the natives and the British 
Government may be removed. 


The Nairang-i-Mazdmin (Muttra) of the 31st January 
(received on the 21st February) com- 


The Mut i . . a b 
— plains that the Muttra zila school has 
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no separate rooms for different classes. It consists of only 
one large room, and all the students, who are about two hun- 
dred and fifty in number, and the teachers, have to sit together 


in that room. There is, consequently, always great noise, and 


the schoolmasters are exposed to much inconvenience in teach- 
ing the students. But it is, of course, out of the question 
for the Government to dismantle the present building and in- 
cur the cost of constructing a new school-house. It reflects 
no small credit upon Babu Atma Ram, the head-master of 
the school, that, in spite of this drawback, this school is 
generally very successful at the annual examinations. 


A correspondent of the same paper, writing from Morad- 
ins Am mete abad, complains that Mir Imdad 
collector and magistrate, Ali, deputy collector and magistrate, 
a Moradabad, generally holds court up 
to 7 p.m. This practice is not only a source of great incon- 
venience to the pleaders and the amla, but is also objection- 
able on other grounds. Suppose the court asks the accused in 
any case to give security for Rs. 1,000 at 7 P. M.; he has the 
sum ready with him, but the treasury has been closed. He 


will have to remain in prison for the night, and will thus be 
unnécessarily dishonoured. 


A correspondent of the Oudh Punch of the 15th February, 
Gulistan-i-Qaani, a Per - referring to a Persian book called the 
n book, - Gulistan-i-Qaani, reprinted at Munshi 
Nawal Kishor’s Press, Lucknow, in March, 1872, complains 
that there are many very obscene passages in the book, and 


expresses surprise that no Government officer has hitherto 
taken notice of it. 


A correspondent of the same paper says that when General 
the firing oftwoande. Roberts, the hero of the Afghan war, 


pelle Red 84 went to England, he was very highly 
ernment in recognition of praised and titles were bestowed upon 


Services, 


him. But he has had hard fighting 
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in Afghainstan and was not satisfied with empty titles. 
He said that his father was not a rich man and left 
no large estate to him. What would he do with empty 
titles? He accordingly asked for a substantial reward 
for his services, in order that he might be able to lead 
a comfortable life. As he is a European, the Government at 
once expressed its readiness to comply with his request. It is 
rumoured that a reward of two and a-half lakhs of rupees 
will be given him. Had he been a native, he would have 
been considered impertinent and ungrateful. Look at the 
fate of one of our dark-complexioned brethren. He was sent 
as a high political officer to Kabul, where he satisfactorily 
performed his arduous and delicate duties. He is a Star of 
India, and expected that he would be made a Sky of India in 
recognition of his services. But instead of receiving any 
new honours and titles he has been suspended from duty. 
The fact of the matter is that high offices do not suit us. 
Only the Europeans are destined to enjoy them. 


LOCAL AND MISCELLANEOUS. 


A correspondent of the Aujuman-i-Punjab of the 14th 


The burial of the dead February, writing from Gurdaspur, 
bodies of poor men at states that hitherto the municipal com- 


re mittee gave Rs. 2-8-0 for the perform- 
ance of the funeral rites of the poor who died at the hospital. 
The dead bodies of Musalmans were buried by the Mulla, and 
those of the Hindus were burnt by the Chaudhri through the 
Jhibars out of the allowance in a decent way. But the com- 
mittee has lately reduced the allowance to eight annas only, 
and the result is that the dead bodies of both the Hindus and 
the Musalmans are now buried in small holes, so that the dogs 
generally disinter the bodies. Moreover, the burial of the 
Hindus is opposed to the Hindu religion. If the Jhibars 
refuse to bury the bodies on religious grounds, they are 


beaten. The municipal committee should again increase the 
allowance and remedy the evil. : 


( 105 ) 


A correspondent of the Nastm-i-Hind of the 15th Feb- 
A public nuisance in Tuary complains that the lower classes 
Rohilkhand. of people in Rohilkhand generally 
put on an extremely narrow piece of cloth round their waist, 
which is quite insufficient to cover the private parts of the 
body, and urges that the district officers should insist upon 
the people using a piece of cloth at least half a yard wide, in 
order to put a stop to this public nuisance. 


The Dabdaha-i-Qaisri of the 12th. February (received 


The establishment of on the 17th idem) urges the estab- 
indastrial schools. lishment of industrial schools in India. 


The Dehli Punch (Lahore) of the 14th February, in a com- 
The London Statesman municated article, publishes an account 
Defence Fund. of the meeting which was held by the 
Indian Association of Lahore on the 9th February to raise 
subscriptions for the support of Mr. Robert Knight, the 
editor of the London Statesman, who has been prosecuted by 
the Amir-i-Kabir, the co-regent of Hyderabad, for defamation. 
The editors of the Koh-i-Ntir and the Anjuman-i- Panjab 
attended the meeting and protested against the collection of 
subscriptions for the purpose. The editor of the Anjuman-i- 
Panjab said that the natives should show no partiality towards 
Mr. Knight or the Amir-i-Kabir, as both of them were 
equally their friends. Ifthe former had shown himself to be 
their friend by his writings, the latter was a native of high 
rank and position. If Mr. Knight is guilty, let him be 
punished. His punishment will warn other editors against 
publishing such slanders. The editors of the Koh-i-Nir 
and the Anjuman-i- Panjab. were stopped short and not allowed 
to finish their speeches. The members of the Association 
praised the conduct of Mr. Knight and contributed sub- 

scriptions. 
The Akhbér-t-Hind (Lucknow) of the 15th February, 
citar et 0 Londo Robert Knight, the editor of the 
* London Statesman, to the natives for 
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referring to the appeal made by Mr. 


( 106 ) 
pecuniary aid, remarks that he is undoubtly à friend of the 

natives, and has rendered important services to them. It is 

incumbent upon them to assist him with money. It is very 

likely, as has been presumed by him, that the suit has been insti- 
tuted at the instigation of some Anglo-Indian officials, whose 

illegal acts he was accustomed to expose, with a view to stop 

the Statesman. It is to be regretted that the Amir-i-Kabir 
should have prosecuted the editor of sucha paper, which is 
doing so much good to the natives. (The Safir-s-Hind, the 
Akhbar-i- Am, and the Mittra Vilds, also express sympathy 
with Mr. Knight and ask the natives to contribute subscrip- 
tions for his support.) 
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